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Robot parts 


Order electronic and mechanical parts on-line 


Designing and programming robots is one thing, and soldering and debugging 
another, but when it comes to actually making and assembling mechanical parts 
many of you will fall silent. Help is on the way, though, via the Internet. 


Although most suppliers of robot kits and 
parts seem to be based in the USA, that 
need not be a problem since e-commerce 
comes to our rescue and credit card pay- 
ment is now available in most countries. 

Mondo-Tronics Robot Store is a large 
on-line shop offering many Lego Mind- 
storms components. Here we also found 
information on robot clubs, robot rallies 
and photographs of less than ordinary 
robots. Have a look at 

http://www. robotstore.com/ 

Acroname is a US company aiming at 
helping customers build robots using 
electrical and mechanical parts and 
many other ancillaries. Although only a 
modest number of parts are available, we 
came across some really interesting 
items! 

http://www.acroname.com/ 
Another site you can not afford to miss is 

http://www. hobbyrobot.com 
where books on robots, microcontrollers 
and software may be ordered. This site 
we found particularly well laid out, pro- 
viding clear pictures of all sorts of robot 
parts. 

Robot Shop is another name that 
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leaves nothing to be desired as far as 
clarity is concerned. This on-line business 
also supplies a variety of robot parts. 
When we logged on, the site was being 
refurbished. None the less, our impres- 
sion was favourable: 

http://server17. hypermart.net/ 

renelectronics/index.htm 
Australia-based Robot-Oz supplies parts 
as well as kits. Their site at 

http://www .robotoz.co.au/~robotoz 
sure is worth visiting, if 
only for the nice pictures! 


include 
RobotoKitsDirect 
http://www.owirobot.com 
Solarbotics 
http://www.solarbotics.com 
Parallax 
http://www.stampsinclass.com/products.htm 
Lynxmotion 
http://www.lynxmotion.com 
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In particular Talrik II, the 
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Tabik I™ offers a sophisticated, expandable, programmable, autonomous, 
mobie robot with features found on units costing a lot more. Talik 0"™ fits into a 
‘right circular cylinder of 10 inch diameter & 10 inch height. Talik I ™ js 
constructed from beautiful, $-ply model areraft bach plywood, or strong black 
ABS Paste & nde on two 3 ch Du-Bro wheels & a rear caster, Twe high 
quabty ball beanng RAT serves, TE af gearhead motors & mounted 
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Line Tracker 
(Advanced) ` 


Line Tracker is an obedient" robal 

whose sale purpose in life is te fallew a 

black line on a white background. When 

placed in the center of a black line, Line 

' the binge. As il 

barrels dowñ the ine, it alternately 

tums left and right as it adjusts for the course, i ated on Line Tracker's nose is 
stem which keeps Line Trackeron course The infrared light + 


Tracker will “track' 
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emitting diades "shine" invisible bears of infrared light dewnwards. On either 
side-of the light emitting diodes are infrared photo transistors. The photo transistor 
receiwing. ihe most reflected infrared hghl turns omwthr molor for thal side. 
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